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those who neglected the founder's strict rule
of poverty. The latter became dominant,
and comfortable houses, maintained to some
extent by dubious means, became their
dwelling instead of the rude lodging of their
predecessors. A more conspicuous departure
from the rule was the Bearing of shoes, in
contravention of St. Matthew, x. 10. All
this raised protests within the Order, and
the struggle ended in the recognition in 1414
of the " Observant" Franciscans as an
Order distinct from the original or " Con-
ventual " body. The Observants had some
few establishments in England, and in their
last days resisted Henry VIII. as bravely as
the Carthusians were doing.

In the age of decay, when bishops, monks
and friars were in the main losing the respect
of the nation, and when as an even worse
symptom, the " pardoners," or hawkers of
indulgences, were pervading England, the
parish clergy first stand forth as the best
representatives of religion. We cariTiot say
this of the secular clergy as a whole. The
bishops ordained far too many priests, and
multitudes lived precarious and often dis-
orderly lives, with little more employment
than that of singing funeral masses for four-
pence after some rich man's death. Great